Utilization of all forms of organic waste including human excreta as manure has been a recognized item of agricultural practice in China and Japan for over four thousand years. The preparation of ' mud' composts (King, 1911) and the fermentation of night-soil in cisterns for direct application to fields are also of ancient origin in those countries though the scientific and sanitary aspects of the related processes were not investigated until recent years.
In many parts of India, it lias long been the practice to utilize night-soil as manure without any previous treatment. It is also occasionally used for preparing ' poudrette' in combination with mud and refuse. In recent years, however, the desirability of preparing composts from night-soil and different forms of organic wastes under aerobic conditions is being increasingly realized as efficient means of both disposal and utilization of such materials. Fowler (1927) (1932) on a big scale at Indore. Composting on a large scale is also in progress at Mysore and has been described by Mieldazis (1934) .
Although much useful work has already been done in India alone, there are still various aspects of the problem which require elucidation. The present enquiry was undertaken therefore with the object of further standardizing the conditions so as to (a) (Smith, 1924 (table IV) show that, with the progress of liquefaction, the reaction tended to become less acid. 
